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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 200223 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT BOGOTA 7947 ACTION SECSTATE INFO CARACAS 
PANAMA 21 AUG 

QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 7947 

FOR ASST SEC ROGERS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR CO VE PN 

SUB J : PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STATE 192948 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH LIEVANO AUGUST 20 I STRESSED IMPORTANCE 
WE ATTACH TO CONTINUATION OF CANAL NEGOTIATIONS, PER INSTRUCTIONS 
REFTEL. LIEVANO SAID RENEWAL OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WAS A GOOD MOVE. 

IT DEMONSTRATED USG'S GOOD FAITH AND IT WAS GOOD TACTICS. LIEVANO 
ADDED THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT PANAMA TO BE 
RESTRAINED AS TO TIMING TO ACCOMODATE OUR DOMESTIC PROBLEMS AND AT 
THE SAME TIME FAIL TO CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS AIMED AT RESOLVING THE 
REMAINING PROBLEMS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 200223 

2. AS FAR AS GOC IN GENERAL IS CONCERNED, AND LIEVANO IN PARTICU- 
LAR, OUR COMMITMENT AND INTENTION TO PRESS FORWARD WITH NEGOT- 
IATIONS IS UNDERSTOOD, ACCEPTED AND WELL RECEIVED. 

VARY 
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